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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
For a follow-up study to be useful to a school "Its 
planning and execution must grow out of problems recognized 
and defined by that school".^ This criterion has been met 
in that the Bigfork School administration requested assist­
ance from Montana State University in doing some long range 
planning. During the Fall Quarter of 1953, the Educational 
Administration Class under the direction of John F. Staehle 
visited the Bigfork School twice to secure information and 
assist the Bigfork School authorities in some long range 
building plans. At the time of these visits, the school 
authorities presented a number of questions that were im­
portant in developing future educational plans for the Big­
fork community, Scaae of these questions were a vital part 
of this study.
THE PROBLEM
A follow-up study was made of eighth grade graduates 
from the elementary schools in Bigfork High School District
^Raymond Hokanson, "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates 
of Libby, Montana High School for the Years 1946-50", (Un­
published Professional Paper, Montana State University, 
Missoula), p. 1.
- 1-
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for the years 1945» 1946» 1947» 1948» and 1949, This follow- 
np inoludes those who completed high school and those who 
dropped out before completing high school.
The purposes of this study were:
1, To obtain a basis for possible curriculum revisions:
(a) By determining what students of this period 
believe are the needed changes,
(b) By determining what per cent of graduates 
sought further education,
(c) By determining the need for increased vo­
cational guidance and counseling service.
(d) By determing how these students value the 
subjects they took in high school,
2, To ascertain the causes for withdrawals during 
the period,
3, To furnish data relative to the eohievemmt, age, 
grade, scholarship, and socio-economic status of 
pupils dropping out of high school,
4, To ascertain why some eighth grade graduates of 
the Bigfork Hi^ School District attended high 
schools other than the Bigfork High School.
5, To propose changes in light of these findings by 
which Bigfork High School may better serve the 
needs of the high school students,
LIMITATIONS OF THIS STUDY
The study was limited to individuals who graduated 
from the eighth grade in the elementary schools in the Big­
fork High School District, Not all of these people answered
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
tke questionnaire. Kore specifically, the study was subject 
to the following limitations:
1. Years covered. The years covered may be of spec­
ial significance. This study involved classes who graduates 
from elementary schools at a time when the nation was not 
involved in war, as was the case in some previous studies; 
these classes were chosen for this reason, and for the reason 
that they were the most recent groups that could be followed 
through hi^ school.
2. Scope. Findings of this study may not be appli­
cable to other schools of the state or nation. Opinions of 
students of the Bigfork High School may differ from those of 
students of other schools for the same period of time. For 
this reason no generalizations were made for other areas.
3. Recommendations. Conclusions and recommendations 
based on the replies of students may no be suitable reasons 
for making changes in the school, but they should be con­
sidered by the school officials.
PROCEDURE
Data for the study were secured by the use of a 
questionnaire. In preparing the questionnaire, the research
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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tolletln entitled ’♦The Questionnaire’♦̂  was very helpful; 
further help in preparing the questionnaire was found in 
three bulletins of The National Association of secondary 
School Principals. These bulletins were entitled *How to 
Make and Utilize Follow-up Studies of School leavers*,^ *a 
Study of High School Graduates*,4 "Opinion Reactions in 
High School Follow-up Studies*.^
All students were requested to answer all questions 
©n the first three pages of the questionnaire, and a fourth 
page was attached requesting information from withdrawals and 
drop outs only. The questionnaire was mailed to a total of 
one hundred and one graduates of the period under study.
2«The Questionnaire", Research Bulletin of the Nat­
ional Education Association. Volume Till, Number 1, January,.
^Rudolph F. Sando, "How to Make and Utilize Foliow-tp 
Studies of School Leavers*, Bulletin National Association of 
Secondary Sohool Principals. 36:66-74. March. Iggs.
*Garl S. Whipple, "A Study of High School Graduates", 
Bulletin National Association of Secondary School Principals, 
32'rl65-Ÿl,'Tprïï; "1648. -------- ------------------
^Stanley H. Lorenzen, "Opinion Reactions in High School 
Follow-up Studies", Bulletin National Association Secondary 
School Principals, 32tll0-26, January, 1949.
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The questionnaire was mailed to the address of their parents 
at the time of eighth grade graduation with the request that 
it he forwarded. Two questionnaires were returned stamped 
"unknown** after being forwarded a number of times and one was 
returned marked "deceased".
Approximately ten days after the first questionnaire 
had been mailed, a post card reminder was sent out to those 
people who had not answered; two weeks after the post card 
reminder had been sent, a second questionnaire with a letter 
of further explanation was mailed to those who still had not 
answered. A personal follow-up was made to those graduates 
still living in the Bigfork-Kalispell-Columbia Falls area and 
some questionnaires were completed on the spot by this method.
Other data were secured from the Bigfork School Office 
and the offices of the Flathead and Lake County superintendents 
of Schools.
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED
Curriculum. » In this study the term curriculum is in­
terpreted to consist of the total controlled environment in 
the sohool for the purpose of stimulating, influencing, and 
contributing to the growth and development of the pupils.®
%arl R. Douglass and William T. Gruhn, The Modern Junior 
High School (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1^47], p. 92.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
graduates » The term graduates is used in this report 
in two different ways. The term is applied at times to those 
who completed the eighth grade and at other times to those who 
completed high sohool; however» it will be made clear each 
time the term is used just which group is under consideration.
Withdrawals, The term withdrawals is used to indicate 
those students who left the Bigfork High School but completed 
high school elsewhere.
Drop outs. The word drop outs is used to mean those 
students who did not complete high school in Bigfork or any 
other high school
Survey and Study. The terms survey and study are used 
interchangeably in this report when citing other reports of 
this type.
Respondents » The word respondents is used in referring 
to those people who answered the questionnaire.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED FiATSRIAL
No other study of exactly the same type has been done 
in Montana, but three studies are available on Montana high 
lohool graduates in three different communities.
Follow-up studies were conducted by Earl Fisher on 
graduates of Hot Springs High School,^ Stuart E, Fitschen on 
high school graduates in Honan,% and Raymond Hokanson on Libby, 
Montana high school graduates.^ Some differences appear in 
the number of classes studied, general purposes of the study, 
number of students sampled, and other minor points.
This paper will differ from all the three mentioned 
above in that the follow-up is based on eighth grade graduates 
and not high school graduates; the study differs further in 
that an important part of it concerns drop outs, which was not 
a part of the other studies. None of the other studies were 
concerned with withdrawals either.
^Earl Fisher, "1 Survey of the Graduates from the Hot 
Springs, Montana High School for the Years 1946-50 Inclusive*, 
(unpublished Professional paper, Montana State University, 
Missoula, 1948),
%tuart E, Fitschen, *A Follow-up study of 1942-51 
High School Graduates of Ronan, Montana*, (unpublished 
Professional Paper, Montana State University, Missoula, 1948),
sRaymond Hokanson, *A Follow-up study of the Graduates 
of Libby, Montana High School for the Tears 1946-50*, (unpub­
lished Professional Paper, Montana State University, Missoula, 
1952,)
-7-
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There are virtually hundreds of follow-up studies in 
published form that have been done in recent years, but those 
observed seemed to deal with other types of groups than the 
type of group dealt with in this study. Follow-ups are 
available on everyone from college graduates to children who 
were unable to complete elementary school, Ifo follow-up was 
found that dealt with eighth grade graduates in the manner 
which this study deals with them.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CHAPTSR III
DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY M B  SCHOOL
Bigfork, Montana is located on the northern end of 
Flathead Lake in the southern end of Flathead County, Bigfork 
is thirty-three miles north of Poison, the Lake County Seat, 
hy way of Montana Highway "35*, which is known as the"Flathead 
Lake East Shore Highway", By the way of Highway "35" and 
United States Highway *2* Kalispell, the Flathead County Seat, 
is twenty-three miles northwest of Bigfork.
Aa Bigfork is an unincorporated community, no official 
census figures are available on the population, hut estimates 
place the population at about 400 people. As settlement along 
the Flathead Lake has increased, it has become more difficult 
to define the area of Bigfork proper. Homes are very close 
together along the lake. Without legal limits to the town, 
one has difficulty in defining what is Bigfork and what is the 
outlying rural community. The accepted limits seem to be the 
school house on the western boundary and the power dam on the 
eastern boundary, *
Most of the people in the Bigfork High School District 
depend on three separate industries for their livelihood.
These industries are lumbering, farming, and service trades. 
The area has no real large mills, but many men work in a 
number of small mills. Small farms provide seasonal work for
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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some residents. The servioe trades offer some full time em­
ployment and additional part-time employment during the tourist 
season. Flathead Lake and the East Shore Highway have become 
very important tourist attractions in Montana, 1 few men of 
the community work for the United States Forest Service on a 
full time basis and a larger number receive summer employmait 
from this agency. The Mountain States Power Company employs ‘ 
a number of men in the operation and maintenance of the power 
dam in Bigfork, Due to the limited number of opportunities 
for employment in the community, many young people leave the 
community to work elsewhere,
Bigfork High School is fully accredited by the State 
Department of Public instruction and by the Northwest As­
sociation of Secondary end Higher Schools. Like all third 
class districts, Bigfork has a board of trustees of three 
members, The high school and elementary grades of the Big­
fork community proper are all housed in one building that is 
somewhat inadequate for the present school population. The 
home economics classes are held in a separate log building that 
is in poor condition due to dry rot in the floor. The shop 
courses are in another separate building of the same type and 
in much the same condition as the home economics building.
As it is not the purpose of this paper to study the building
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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need, no further mention will be made of the very definite 
building problem feeing the oommunity and sohool authorities. 
There were 113 elementary and seventy eight high school 
students in the Bigfork sohool building in October, 1953.
The staff included four elementary teachers and seven high 
sohool teachers, counting the superintendent, who teaches 
one olass. In addition to these teachers, a music teacher 
was employed Jointly with the Somers school district.
The Bigfork High School District was composed of five 
common school districts operating six elementary schools: 
Bigfork, Ferndale, Echo, Swan River, Swan Lake and Salmon 
Prairie. Bigfork, Swan River, and Echo schools are in Flat­
head County; the Swan Lake, Ferndale, and Salmon prairie 
schools are in Lake County. Graduates from all these schools 
with the exception of the Ferndale School were included in 
this survey; the Ferndale School graduates were not included 
due to the fact no list of graduates was available in the 
Ferndale School, the Bigfork School, the Lake County Superin­
tendent ’’s or the Flathead County Superintendent's office.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CHAPTER 17 
PRESENTATION OF PIKDINGS
Response to questionnaire. The original lists as re­
ceived from the County Superintendents of Lake and Flathead 
Counties end from the Bigfork Superintendent of School in­
cluded 101 eighth grade graduates for the years 1945 to 1949 
inclusive. The addresses available for two graduates were 
insufficient for delivery, and one letter was returned marked 
*deoeased*. This left a total of ninety eight who received 
the questionnaire; fifty eight of those receiving the quest­
ionnaire responded (Table I, page 13). Seven respondents 
were withdrawals; fourteen were drop outs; and thirty-seven 
were Bigfork High Sohool graduates.
According to Table I these graduates are classified 
as Bigfork High School graduates, drop outs, withdrawals, and 
unclassified. Some information was available in Bigfork on 
whether a child dropped out, or merely left Bigfork to attend 
another school. However, in a nmnber of cases students could 
not be classified as to whether they were drop outs or with­
drawals, so the fourth classification of ’♦unclassified" was 
necessary to include those people who did not graduate from 
Bigfork High School, but were not definitely known as drop 
outs, or could not be classified as withdrawals. This clas­
sification very likely includes mostly drop outs, but no in­
formation was available to further classify them.
- 12-
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I
TABLE I
EIGHTH (SUDUATES OF THE 
BIGFORK HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1945-49 RETURNING QUESTIONNAIRES
REPLIED
NO
REPLY
INSUFFICIENT
ADDRESS DECEASED
TOTAL
REPLIES
1945 - 25*
BBS G^ada. 9 1 0 0
Drop outs 2 2 0 0
Withdrawals 2 0 0 0
Unelass. 0 6 0 0 13
194& - 20*
BBS Grads. S 2 0 0
Drop outs 2 5 0 0
Withdrawals 1 1 0 0
Uholass. 0 4 0 1 9
1947 - 15*
BBS Grads. 7 1 0 0
Srop outs 5 1 0 0
Withdrawals 0 0 0 0
ïïhGlass, 0 2 1 0 12
1948 - 21*
SHS Grads. 4 2 0 0
Drop outs 2 5 0 0
Withdrawals 4 0 1 0
Unelass. 0 5 0 0 10
1949 - 21* 
BBS Grads. 11 1 0 0
Drop outs 5 1 0 0
Withdrawals P 0 0 0 14Unelass, 0 5 0 0
iotala 58 4P 2 1
ladieatea total nomter of eighth grade gyaduatea for year.
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—14—
Marital status of res-pondenta » Aa shown in Table II 
twenty-one women and nine men who answered the questionnaire 
were married, nine women and nineteen men were not married. 
Hfty-one and seven tenths per cent of the respondents were 
married at the time of this study; 70 per cent of the girls 
were married as compared to 32 per cent of the boys. Sixty- 
four per cent of the drop outs were married, 57 per cent of 
the withdrawals were married, and 48 per cent of the Bigfork 
High School graduates were married.
Location of former students. In locating the people 
for this study, 98 of the one hundred known living eighth 
grade graduates were contacted either by mail, personal inter­
view, or both. Six respondents were living in other states 
and one was in a foreign country (Table III, page 16). Ap­
proximately 36 per cent of the respondents were residents of 
Bigfork; this percentage is somewhat less than that found in 
the studies of Fitschen^ and Hokanson^ as they found a higher 
percentage of high school graduates of Ronan and Libby
Stuart E. Fitschen, "A Follow-up Study of 1942-51 
High School Graduates of Honan, Montana*, (unpublished 
Professional Paper, Montana State University, Missoula,
1948), p. 15.
^Raymond Hokanson, *A Fbllow-up Study of the Graduates 
of Libby, Montana High School for the Tears 1946-50*. (un­
published Professional Paper, Montana State University, 
Missoula, 1952), p. 12.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE II
MARITAL STATUS OF BIGFORK 
EIGBTH GRADE GRADUATES 1945-49 
TOO ANSWERED QUESTIONNAIRE
YEAR MARRIED 
BOYiS GIRLS
NOT MARRIED 
BDYS ÔIRLS TOTAL
1945
ros Graduates 3 4 2 0 9
Withdrawals 0 1 1 0 2
Drop Outs 0 1 1 0 2
1946
13
BBS Graduates 1 3 0 2 6
Withdrawals 1 0 0 0 1
Drop Outs 1 0 1 0 2
1947
... 9
BBS Graduates 1 3 3 0 7
Withdrawals 0 0 0 0 0
Drop Outs 1 2 0 2 5
1948
12
BBS Graduates 0 0 3 1 4
Withdrawals 1 1 1 1 4
Drop Outs 0 2 0 0 2
1949
10
BES Graduates 0 2 7 2 11
Withdrawals 0 0 0 0 0
Drop Outs .. 2 0 1 3Totals
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE III
LOCATION OF BIGFOBK 
ECGŒÎTH GRADE GRADUATES 1945-49 
WHO ANSWERED QUESTIONNAIRE
MONTANA BBS DROP
GRADS WlfflDRAWALS OUTS TOTALS
Bigfork 12 0 3 21
Kallspell 2 0 3 5
Great Palls 0 2 2 4
Swan Lake 0 0 3 3
Bozeman 2 0 0 2
Missoula 1 I 0 2
Seeley Lake 1 1 0 2
Superior 1 0 1 2
Brady 1 0 0 1
Gut Bank 0 0 1 1
Deer Lodge 0 1 0 1
Harre 1 0 0 1
Poison 1 0 0 1
Shelby 1 0 0 1
Whitefish 1 0 0 1
Rexford 0 1 0 14$
OTHER STATES
California 3 0 0 3
Illinois 1 0 0 1
New York 1 0 0 1
North Dakota 1 0 0 1
Washington 1 0 0 1
Wyoming 0 0 1 1
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
5
Korea 1 0 0 1
TOTALS 57 7 14 58
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remaining in, the local commnnity. Neither Fitschen nor 
Hokanson were concerned with drop onta or withdrawals in 
their surveys, however.
School or college attended. Twenty-one of the eighth 
grade graduates attended twenty-seven different institutions 
of higher learning; of this total, only one has received a 
college degree, but two have received teaching diplomas, and 
two have received other type diplomas (Table IT, page 18). 
Sixteen of the graduates attended schools in Montana, while 
two went to schools in California and one each in the states 
of Washington, Colorado, and North Dakota.
These facts seem to indicate that Montana institutions 
are holding the Bigfork graduates better than the graduates 
of Libby and Ronan High Schools as found in the studies by 
Hokanson® and Fitschen^. Montana State University attracted 
six Bigfork High Sohool graduates who responded to the 
questionnaire, while Montana State College was mentioned by 
five of the Bigfork. High School graduates as an institution 
of higher learning they had attended. Two attended Northern 
Montana College in Havre, Montana, the only other institution 
to be mentioned by more than one of the respondents.
hokanson, op. cit., p. 16. 
^Fitschen, op. cit., p. 27.
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îâBLB IT
IHSTITDTIOSS OF HIGHER LEARNING 
RESPONDING ELMSNTARY SCHOOL GRADUAISS 
IN THE BIGFORK HIGH SCHOOL ECESTRICT, 1945-49
BBS WITH­ DROP
MONTANA INSTITUTIONS GRADS. DRAWALS OUTS TOTAL
Montana State University 6 0 0 6
Montana State College 5 0 0 5
Northern Montana College 2 0 0 2
Western Montana College 1 0 0 1
St. Patrlcka School of Nursing 1 0 0 1
Modern Business College 0 1 0 1
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTIONS
Sacramento Adult Education -
Center 0 1 0 1
Tocational Night Sohool
Sen Diego 0 0 1 1
COLORADO INSTITUTIONS
Colorado A & M. Fort Collins 1 0 0 1
NORTH DAKOTA INSTITUTIONS
Minot State Teachers College 1 0 0 1
WASHINGTON INSTITUTIONS
Kinman Business College. Spokanel 0 0 1
Military Schools
Radio School 0 0 1 1
Typing school 1 0 1 2
Motion Picture Projector 0 0 1 1
Hospital Corpsman 1 0 0 1
Supply School 1 0 0 1
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Bdueatlog levels attained by respondents*. No dfop outs 
or withdrawals indicated that thçy had attended a college or 
university, but fourteen Bigfork High School graduates indi­
cated they had gone to a college or university (Table V, page 
20).
The greatest number of drop outs left high school after 
completing two but less than three years of high school. This 
fact indicates that the BigCork students are much the same as 
the students studied by Sando in his follow-up study on drop 
outs; Sando found that "as a group, all sophomores were more 
dissatisfied about school than other groups"*® He further 
calls attention to the fact that pressure of parents and so­
ciety up to the completion of the sophomore year tend to keep 
students in school, but after the sophomore year of school, 
this pressure tends to decrease.
The results of this study showing most students leaving 
after the tenth year are undoubtedly influenced by the number 
of girls who left to get married; parental and social pressure 
to a large degree were very likely responsible for holding 
these girls a little longer in school. Physical development
Rudolph F. Sando, "How to Make and Utilize Follow-up 
Studies of School Leavers", Bulletin National Association of 
Secondary School Principals, Marchj 1G5È*
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TAm.E 7
EDUCATIONAL LEVELS ATTAINED 
BY
RESPONDENTS TO QUESTIONNAIRE
BBS
GRADS.
WITH
DRAWALS
DROP
OUTS
T0[
Less than one year high school 0 G 2 2
One but less than two years of 
high school
0 0 2 2
Two but less than three years 
of high school
0 0 8 8
Three but less than four years 
of high school
0 0 2 2
pour years of high school 23 ? 0 30
Less than one year college 4 0 0 4
One but less than two years 
college
4 0 0 4
Two but less than three years 
college
1 0 0 1
Three but less than four years 
college
0 0 0 0
B. A» Degree 0 0 0 0
Advanced work beyond BA but 
less than Master’s Degree
1 0 0 1
Diploma from nurses training 1 0 0 1
Diploma from Business college 1 0 0 1
Teaching diploma 2 0 0 2
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and ohronological age would be highly important considerations 
for any parent allowing a child to quit school.
The number of students still in collage should be taken 
into consideration when examining Table T. Few students in 
the group included in the study could hare completed college 
if they had gone to school continuously since graduation from 
the eighth grade.
Job placement. The respondents indicated that parents 
were by far their most important source of help in selecting 
an occupation or making further educational plans (Table VI, 
page 28),
Work experience was ranked second by graduates, while 
the withdrawals ranked this factor as the most important, and 
drop outs ranked it last with "help of other relatives", 
Hokanson found that Libby High School graduates considered 
their work experience the most important source of help in 
choosing an occupation.&
The drop out students ranked the "little or no help 
received" close behind help of parents, however.
Occupational status of graduates. Table V U  on page 
23 shows the present occupational status of the respondents.
®Hokanson, o£, cit,, p, 20.
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TABLE VI
HELP RECEIVED BY RESPONDENTS IN SELECTING 
AN OCCUPATION OR MAKING EDUCATIONAL PLANS
SOURCE OF HELP
BHS
GRADS.
WITH­
DRAWALS
DROP
OUTS TOTAL
Parents 21 2 7 30Other relatives 1 0 1 2Friends 5 2 2 9
A teacher 6 1 2 9
principal 2 0 0 2GrOidanoe man or woman 1 1 0 2
Work experience 12 3 1 16
School suhjeets 
1. Mathematics 2 0 0 2
2. Shop & To-Ag 1 0 0 1
3. Sports 1 0 0 1
4. Mechanical Drawing 2 0 0 2
5* Band 1 0 0 1
6. Art 1 0 0 1
7, Mechanical training 0 1 0 1
8. School paper 1 0 0 1
9. Biology 1 0 0 1
10. Chemistry 1 0 0 I
11. Typing 0 1 0 I
12. Shorthand 0 1 0 I
13. Bookkeeping 0 1 0 I
14. Home Economics 0 1 0 1
Little or no help received 4 2 5 11
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TABLE 711
PRESENT OCCUPATIOKAL STATUS OP 
EIGHTH (SUDS GRADUATES OP THE BIGPORK 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 1945-49
Grads. Drop Outs 
Boys Girls Boys Girls
Withdrawals 
Boys Girls
Total
Gainfully employed 4 5 3 I 3 2 18
Self-employed 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Gainfully employed 
part-time 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Temporarily un­
employed 5 3 G 0 0 0 8
Housewife 0 10 0 7 0 2 19
Attending college 
or university 4 2 0 0 0 0 6
Attending other 
schools 0 0 0 3 0 0 3
Military service 5 1 2 0 0 0 8
20 2l è 11 " T  " 4 64
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The total figure exoeeds the number of respondents because 
some of the respondents came under two different classifi­
cations. For example» a student in college may also be 
working part-time, or a girl may be a housewife and working 
either part or full time.
The incidence of unemployment may not have been so 
great if this study had been made during the summer months 
when employment was more plentiful.
Under the occupational classification system used by 
the United States Census Bureau^, "housewife" was the leading 
occupation with nineteen respondents mentioning this type of 
work. 1 total of eight respondents indicated they were temp­
orarily unemployed, and eight respondents were classified in 
the "clerical and kindred workers" category. Only one re­
spondent was in the "professional and semi-professional" 
classification, and only one respondent uras a "farmer or 
farm manager", but six were in the category of "laborers, 
except farm", which seems to indicate that few of the Big­
fork students are gding into farming. However, this survey 
was made during the winter months when few opportunities for 
farm labor were available.
^Carrol L. Shartle, Occupational Information (New 
York, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1946J, pp. 104-8»
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The stability of vocational plans. In answer to the 
question as to whether they were employed in the type of work 
they had planned for in high school, seventeen of the re­
spondents checked *yes"̂ , twenty-two checked "no", and nine­
teen did not check either answer (Table yill, page 26).
Approximately 32 per cent of the Bigfork High School 
graduates indicated they were in the type of work they had 
planned for in high school, while approximately 28 per cent 
of the withdrawals and 22 per cent of the drop outs so 
indicated. Approximately 25 per cent of the respondents who 
graduated from Bigfork High School reported they were not in 
the type of work planned for in high school; 71 per cent of 
the withdrawals and 28 per cent of the drop outs indicated 
they had not followed their high school plans for work. At­
tention is called to the fact that no withdrawals left the 
question unmarkedr, while 50 per cent of the drop outs and 
32 per cent of the Bigfork High School graduates left it un­
marked. However, only seven responses were received from 
withdrawals as compared to fourteen and thirty-seven for the 
drop outs and Bigfork High School graduates respectively.
Evaluation of high school subjects. On the second 
page of the complete questionnaire in Appendix B are listed
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TABLE VIII
responses to the question, "WAS THIS THE TYPE OF WORK YOU 
planned FOR IN HIGH SCHOOL", AS REPORTED BY THE EK2ÎTH 
GRADE GRADUATES FROM THE ELMENTARY SCHOOLS IN THE BIGFORK
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 1945-49
YEAR "YES" "NO" "ONEARKSD"
1945
BHS Graduates 5 2 2
Drop Outs 0 1 1
Withdrawals 0 2 0
1946
BHS Graduates 3 2 1
Drop Outs 1 1 0
Withdrawals 0 1 0
1947
BBS Graduates 3 3 2
Drop Outs 0 1 4
Withdrawals 0 0 0
1948
BBS Graduates 0 0 4
Drop Outs 1 1 0
Withdrawals 2 2 0
1949
BHS Graduates 1 6 3
Drop Outs 1 0 2
Withdrawals 0 0 0
r?------------22----------15-
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twenty-five subjects that are usually found in high school 
programs, and one space is provided for the respondents to 
add other subjects. Ten questions were asked dealing with, 
or closely connected with, the curriculum* The respondents 
were provided with three columns at the right of each ques­
tion in which they were to place the letter found before 
each subject to indicate first, second, and third choices. 
The complete tabulations of these replies are given in 
Appendix B,
Subjects considered the most valuable. The graduates 
mentioned twenty-one different subjects, the withdrawals 
twelve, and the drop outs eleven in answering this question.
The graduates selected English, typing and history; 
due to the small number of respondents who wore withdrawals, 
no clear trend was established in that category; the drop 
outs indicated clearly that home economics was their most 
valuable subject and placed English and typing as their 
second and third choices (Question 1, Appendix B, page 65). 
Although a large percentage (ten out of seventeen) of the 
drop outs were girls, the greater value of home economics 
to drop outs seems very clear as no Bigfork High School 
graduate mentioned home economics.
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Sübjects of least value. The respondents as a whole 
ranked algebra, history, geometry, general science, and 
biology in that order as being of least value of them (ques­
tion 2, Appendix B, page 64), The graduates of Bigfork High 
School deviated from this ranking only in placing physical 
education fifth in place of biology; withdrawals deviated 
somewhat more, but the number of respondents was too small 
to establish a definite trend; drop outs ranked the same five 
subjects as being of least value, but the ranking of the last 
three was changed somewhat. In general, there were no major 
differences between drop outs and high school graduates in 
the replied.
Subjects liked beat. Drop outs selected English as 
their best liked subject and ranked home economics and typing 
as their second and third choice»; Bigfork High School gradu­
ates ranked shop as their best liked subject and ranked 
typing and history as their second and third choices; with­
drawals indicated that typing, history, and shorthand were 
their top three subjects (Question 3, Appendix B, page 65).
In totaling the three groups, it was found that typing, 
history, shop, home economics, and English were rated in 
that order as subjects best liked. There were no major 
differences in the best liked subjects between the drop outs 
and those who completed high school.
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Subjects liked least. The small number of respondents 
in the withdrawal group indicated eleven different subjects 
that were liked least, the drop outs only indicated eight, and 
the graduates of Bigfork High School mentioned seventeen dif­
ferent subjects (Question 4, Appendix B» page 66).
Algebra, English, and history were the three least 
liked subjects of the graduates of Bigfork High School; drop 
outs liked algebra, English, and geometry the least. The 
small number of withdrawals indicated general science and 
English as the two least liked subjects; none of the other 
nine subjects checked by the withdranrals was indicated by 
more than two individuals.
The drop outs showed no clear differences from the 
other two groups in answering this question.
Subjects every boy should take. The respondents in­
dicated clearly that shop, general mathematics, English, 
algebra, and physical education were subjects they believed 
every boy should take in high school (Question 5, Appendix B, 
page 67).
However, the drop outs considered typing their second 
choice, but this subject dropped out of the overall total 
because no withdrawal and only one Bigfork High School gradu-
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ate mentioned It. In choosing shop and typing as the top 
two subjects every boy should take» the drop outs indicated 
a desire for the more practical type of training.
Subjects every girl should take. Home economics was 
indicated twice as often as the second place subject, typing, 
in the respondents» answers to the question of what subjects 
every girl should take in high school (question 6, Appendix 
B, page 68).
English, shorthand, and bookkeeping followed in that 
order on the basis of the total replies to the question. Ho 
Important differences were found among the responses of drop 
outs, withdrawals, and graduates.
Fltschen® found that graduates of Honan High School 
indicated the same subjects except that cooking was slightly 
more important than shorthand in their top five subjects. 
However, cooking as a separate subject was not listed in the 
possible answers to the question in this study.
Subjects respondents did not take in high school and 
wish they had taken. Shorthand and speech were the two sub­
jects most often mentioned by the respondents as subjects
a -  -----FitsChen, op. cit., p. 69.
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they wished they had taken, while foreign language, bookkeep­
ing, and chemistry followed in that order (Question 7, Appendix 
B» page 69), The choices of both the withdrawals and drop 
outs were widely dispersed, however. Speech, bookkeeping, 
foreign language, and chemistry also ranked high on the same 
type of question in the study on Ronan High School graduates,^ 
Eleven of the thirteen people indicating that they 
wished they had taken a foreign language were graduates of 
Bigfork High School, and two were drop outs; no withdrawal 
indicated that he wished he had taken a foreign language, but 
he likely had an opportunity to take the foreign language at 
the other schools he attended. Six of the eleven Bigfork 
High School graduates who indicated they wished they had taken 
a foreign language had gone on to college, four were house­
wives, and one was a self employed farmer.
The drop outs did not show any marked differences from 
the high school graduates in answering this question. However, 
the drop outs seemed to have shown a desire for more practical 
subjects, as they chôse shorthand, bookkeeping and typing in 
that order as subjects they wished they had taken.
Subjects in which the respondents felt they had their 
best teachers. History, English, home economics, shop and
Fitschen, op, cit., p. 70,
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"biology were listed in that order by the respondents in an­
swering the question as to which subjects they had their 
beat teachers (Question 8, Appendix B, page 70).
The high rank of history seems somewhat unusual in 
that history had been ranked third in the subjects liked 
least by the group. This response might indicate that good 
teachers do not necessarily make a subject any more accept­
able to the students.
The drop outs showed no marked differences in their 
replies from the replies that high school graduates made in 
this study.
Subjects in which the respondents were most successful. 
The respondents indicated home economics, English, typing, 
history, and shop in that order as the subjects in which they 
were most successful (Question 9, Appendix B» page 71).
None of the three groups showed any marked deviation 
from the first four as shown in the overall total of the 
respondents. However, English and history were the two sub­
jects of the greatest success for the drop outs, which seems 
somewhat unusual in light of the fact that one of the main 
proposals for keeping possible drop outs in school is to let 
them take more "practical courses" (home economics, typing.
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shop, etc.). The limited number of respondents in the drop 
out classification makes it very difficult to draw any de­
finite conclusion, however.
Subjects in which the respondents were least successful.
The drop outs indicated that they were least successful 
in algebra, lEngliah, geometry, and history, which is the same 
order as the respondents as a whole placed the subjects of
least success (Question 10, Appendix B, page 72).
English and history appear in the upper five of both 
the least successful and most successful subjects of the re­
spondents, which seem somewhat contradictory. Perhaps this 
fact is due to the small sampling, or those people who were 
successful in history were not so successful in English and 
vice versa. BTo comparable study was found that used these 
two questions, so a comparison could not be made.
Do you think Bigfork High School should offer more 
training in home-making and parenthood? Table IX, page 35,
seems to indicate that the respondents believe there is a
need for more training in home-making and parenthood. How­
ever, the number marking *yes" does not indicate that the 
group was in favor of this training; nearly one-third of the 
group indicated they did not know whether Bigfork High School 
should have more of this training or not.
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Eight drop out students were in fsTor of more of this 
type of training; six marked the "don't know" reply; none of 
the drop outs marked the "no" reply. High school graduates 
seemed somewhat more meertaiu as eighteen of them marked 
"yea", three "no", end eleven "don't know".
Do you think Bigfork High Sohool should have more and 
closer guidance for personal end vocational problems? The 
respondents to the questionnaire seemed to indicate more 
guidance was desirable in the Bigfork High School (Table X, 
page 351. Sixty-seven per cent of the group felt Bigfork 
should have more guidance; approximately 9 per cent did not 
think more guidance as necessary, end approximately 25 per 
cent did not know.
Eight of the drop outs were in favor of more guidance*, 
none of them against more guidance; five did not know either 
way, and one did not answer the question.
Do you think a vocational agriculture program would 
be of more value to* Bigfork students than a general shop 
program? The replies to this question were inconclusive; 
twenty-two indicated "yes", twenty-three "no", and thirteen 
didn't know (Table XT, page 37).
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TABLE IX
RESP0NSE3T0 THE QUESTION » DO YOU THINK BIGFORK HIGH SCHOOL 
SHOULD OFFER MORE TRAINING FOR HOMMAKING AND PARENTHOOD?"
* CaOUP_________"YES" "NO" "DON'T KNOW" "UNMARKED"
Graduates of the Big-
fork High School 18 5 11 5
Withdrawals 4 1 2 0
Drop Outs a 0 6 0
TOTALS 30 4 19 5
TABLE X
RSSPONS13TO THE QUESTION "DO YOU THINK BIGFORK HIGH S(EOOL 
SHOULD HAVE MORE AND CLOSER GUIDANCE FOR PERSONAL AND VO^ 
CATIONIL PLAKS"
_____ GROUP_________ "YES" "NO" "DON'T KNOW" "UNMARKED"
Graduates of the Big­
fork High Sohool 26 5 6 0
Withdrawals 5 0 2 0
Drop Outs 8 0 5 1
TOTALS 39 5 13 1
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This question and the one following were questions in 
which school officials in Bigfork were vitally interested, 
as some question about the value of the change to an auto 
shop program from a vocational agriculture program had arisen.
Drop outs had fewer opinions on this question than 
any other question in this study, which may be explained by 
the fact that shop programs are usually restricted to the 
third and fourth years of high school.
Do you think a vocational agriculture program would 
be of more value to Bigfork students than an auto shop pro­
gram? In answering this question, the respondents seemed to 
have raised some question as to whether an auto shop program 
should have replaced the vocational agriculture program, but 
the results are not conclusive.
Twenty-four respondents felt the vocational agricultura 
program of more value, seventeen did not think so, and seven­
teen did not know (Table XII, page 37). However, only two of 
the respondents were connected with farm work at the time 
they answered this question (Table TII, page 87), Approxi­
mately 44 per cent of the drop outs thought vocational agri­
culture of more value in comparison to 40 per cent of the 
respondents as a whole.
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TABLS XI
RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION, ‘♦DO YOU THINK A VOCATIONAL AGRI­
CULTURE PROGRAM WOULD BE OF MORE VALUE TO BIGFORK STUDENTS
THAN A GENERAL SHOP PROOAÎÂ .̂
GBOUP nyss** ♦♦NO” "DON‘T ÎCNCW» *U3NMARKED‘̂
Graduates of the Big­
fork High School 16 18 3 0
Withdrawals 1 3 3 0
Drop Outs 5 2 7 0
TOTALS 22 23 15 0
TABLE H I
RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION, ’♦DO YOU THINK A VOCATIONAL AGRI­
CULTURE PROGRAM WOULD BE MORE VALUABLE TO BIGFORK STUDENTS
THAN AN AUTO SHOP PROGRAAÎ".
GROUP ’♦YES’’ ♦♦NO’’ ♦♦DON’T KNOW" "UNMARKED
Graduates of the Big­
fork High Sohool 16 12 9 0
Withdrawals 2 3 2 0
Drop Outs 6 2 6 0
TOTALS 24 17 17 0
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Subjects respondents felt should be added to the Big­
fork High School eurrlcultmi> Twenty respondents indicated 
that they felt a foreign language should be added to the 
curriculum of the Bigfork High School; sixteen Bigfork High 
School graduates» two drop outs, and two withdrawals men­
tioned foreign language as a subject that they felt should 
be added to the curriculum of the Bigfork High School (Table 
XIII, page 59).
Tocational agriculture, speech, sociology, and book­
keeping were the next three most important additions to the 
curriculum according to the respondents.
Results were too widely scattered among the subjects 
indicated by the drop outs to note any deviation by this 
group. However, it is interesting to note that the drop outs 
showed some reluctance to answer this question.
Most respondents wrote "foreign language" when indi­
cating that they felt this subject was a necessary addition, 
but two each wrote out Latin and Spanish. Seven of the group 
who indicated a need for foreign language had attended some 
type of institution of higher learning; six had gone to a 
college or university; and one had gone to a school of nursing.
Some of the subjects mentioned are a part of the 
present school curriculum at this time, but the respondents
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ÎAHLS XIII
SUBJECTS THAT RESPONDENTS FELT SHOULD BE ADDED TO 
THE CURRICULUM OF BIGFORK HIGH SCHOOL
SUBJECT
BBS
GRADS.
DROP
OUTS
WITH­
DRAWALS TOTALS
Foreign Language 16 2 2 20
vocational Agriculture 8 1 0 9
Speech 7 1 0 8
Bookkeeping 5 1 0 6
Sociology 4 1 a 5
Trignometry 4 0 0 4
Driver Training 2 0 2 4
Auto Shop 2 1 1 4
Business Mathematics 3 0 0 3
Shorthand 2 1 0 5
Economies 2 0 0 2
Hygiene and Health 2 0 0 2
Courtship and Marriage 1 1 0 2
Composition 2 0 0 2
Ten other subjeets were mentioned once each.
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rated the subjeOta that are not a part of the present cur­
riculum in the top five places in the overall total of 
answers.
Obviously, the drop outs and withdrawals skipped this 
question in many cases, as three spaces were provided for the 
answers, and only a total of fourteen subjects were listed 
by the two groups*
Other high schools attended by the respondents* The 
high school mentioned most often by the respondents in an­
swering this question was Flathead County High Sohool in 
Kalispell, Montana (Table XIT, page 41). However, only four 
respondents had gone to this school from the Bigfork High 
School, and only two of those who went to Flathead completed 
high school there.
Missoula County High School attracted three of the 
eighth grade graduates who replied to this questionnaire.
All three of these students were graduates of the Swan Lake 
Elementary School. ,
The results of the replies would indicate that few 
students were lost to the larger surrounding high schools.
Two respondents attended Columbia Falls High School at the 
time dormitory facilities were in operation in that com­
munity, but the school dormitory in Columbia Falls had since 
been remodeled into classrooms.
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TAHLE XIT
OTHEH HIGH SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY RESPONDENTS
BHS DROP WITH­ TOTAL
HIGH SCHOOL (BADS. OUTS DRAWALS
Flathead County 
Kalispell> Montana 0 2 2 4
Missoula County 
Missoula, Montana 0 2 1 3
Lincoln County 
Eureka, Montana 0 Q 2 2
Columbia Falls 
Columbia Falls, Montana 1 0 1 2
Great Falls Public 
Great Falls, Montana 1 Q 1 2
Anchorage 
Anchorage, Alaska 0 0 1 1
Atkin
Atkin, Iowa 1 0 0 1
Fairfield
Fairfield, Montana 1 0 0 1
Helena Public 
Helena, Montana 0 0 1 1
Cornellio 
Cornelllo, Oregon 0 0 1 1
North Phoenix 
Phoenix, Arizona 1 0 0 1
Riverton
San Diego, California 0 1 0 1
St. Regis
St. Regis, Montana 0 0 1 1
Whitefish 
Whitefish, Montana 1 0 0 1
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Waj did you attend another high school other than 
Rl^ork High School? Eighteen respondents who had attended 
high schools other than Bigfork during their high school 
career mentioned seven different reasons for going elsewhere 
to school (Table XV» page 43}. Some students gave more than 
one reason for going to high school in another community.
The six graduates of Bigfork High Sohool who also 
attended some other high school gave six different reasons 
for going else where to school with only "parents moved" 
being mentioned more than once. Four drop outs menticrt ed 
"transportation better to other school"» which was the only 
reason mentioned more than once. Seven withdrawals mentioned 
"parents moved" six times and "difficulty at home" once.
Drop outs replies to questions, six out of the ten 
girls who quit school did so to get married, while two out of 
four boys left because they thought school a "waste of H me" 
(Table XVI» page 44). Three out of four boys would leave 
again under the same circumstances, but only four of the ten 
girls who quite school said they would quit again under the 
same circumstances.
Not one boy or girl said that the school could have 
done anything to keep them in school; three boys out of the 
four thought their parents were against their leavi ng school.
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TABLE XT
responses TO THE QUESTION «WHT DID YOU ATTEND ANOTHER HIGH
SCHOOL?*»
REASON GIVEN
BHS
GRADS.
DROP
OUTS
WITH-
IffîAWALS TOTAL
Parent# moved 2 1 6 9
Transportatioa tetter 
to other sohool 1 4 0 5
Better program in 
other school 1 1 0 2
Live with relatives 1 1 0 2
Illness 1 0 0 1
Dormitory available 1 0 0 1
Diffaulty at home 0 0 1 1
7 i 2l.. .
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TABLE XVI
DROP OUTS REPLIES TO QUESTIONS ON QUITTING SCHOOL.
Reaaoas for qxilttlitg Bots Girls Total
To get married 
Difficulty with parents 
Transportation difficulty 
Difficulty making grades 
Join service 
Felt it a waste of time
01
011
2
60
31
00
6
1
3
E
1
2
Would quit under the same 
circumstances again_____
Yea 
No
Bon^t know
00
4
4
5
■5“
4
2
School could have done some- 
thing to keep them in school "IT
IS
2
Yea 
No
Don^t know
IT
5
1
91
Attitude of parents toward 
drop out quitM.ag school
T0
1
T
0
3
IS”
0
4
Against it 
ha favor of it 
Didn't care either way
Occupations of parents
of ^op outs_________
Business owner
Carpenter
Parmer
Laborer
Deceased
IT0
311
21
51
0
T1
8
21
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Seren of the ten girls replied that their parents oppos ed 
their leaving school.
The fathers of five girls and three boys who quit 
school were engaged in farming; two were business owners, 
one a carpenter; two were laborers; and one was deceased at 
the time the students quit school.
Most respondents indicated that they did not know how 
many years of school their parents had completed, and most 
of the drop outs* answers to the question on nationality of 
parents were confused and vague. The question is somewhat 
vague as stated, and this fact likely hampered the respondents 
in answering. Indications were that foreign parentage was not 
a contributing factor in causing students to drop out of school.
Grade level of leaving school of the fourteen drop outs; 
their Metropolitan ichievmient Test scores and their averages 
in high school grades. Retardation did not seem to be an im­
portant factor in causing the fourteen respondents to drop out 
of school. Two students maintained a B or B minus average in 
high school; nine students were in the C plus, C, or C minus
bracket, and three had a D plus or D average at the time of
dropping out of high school (Table Ï71I, page 46Î. Only two
students showed a grade equivalent below the eighth grade when
they took the Metropolitan Achievement Test in the eighth grade.
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•EAKLS i m
MEÎROPOLmK TEST SCORES, GRADE OF DROP OUT, AND AVERAGE 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADE OF THE DROP OUTS
GROUP
GRADE
DROPPED
AVERAGE 
HS GRADE
METROPOLITAN ACHIEVEMENT TEST 
Grade Given CA GË Age Equiv.
Boys
1 9 plus C 8 I4I 9» 142
2 10 1/2 c- 8 14^ 92 14^
3 10 D plus 8 14? 9® . 146
4 10 C- 8 14^ 8® I3IO
Girls
1 10 1/2 C plus 8 145 8® 13^®
2 10 plus D 8 146 7? 13®
3 10 C plus 8 14^ 9» 14®
4 9 D 8 14® 6® 12^
5 10 C plus a 13? 9® 14®
6 9 plus C- UNAVAILABLE
7 10 plus G plus UNAVAILABLE
8 11 B- 8 13® 10^ I4II
9 10 B UNAVAILABLE
10 10 C- 8 14® 8® 13®
CA - chronological age 
GS - grade equivalent
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ITo grade school in the high school district used an 
intelligence test to measure their grade school students 
at the time this group was in the grade school.
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Comments of the respondents» The comments of Ihe 
respondents were extremely varied» but in most cases they 
seemed to be serious, considered and practical comments.
Twenty of the thirty-seven respondents who had gradu­
ated from Bigfork Hi^ School made some comment. The com­
ments are given below:
’’They should show the student the relationship of 
his curriculum to the practical uses he will (or 
might) put it to in everyday life”,
”,,,to have the student realize the school our- 
rioulum is the basis of his future affairs, business, 
or otherwise”,
little class and book material in physical edu­
cation",
”More movies and visual aids”,
"Closer coordination between pupils, teachers, and 
parents (social gatherings of all three}”,
”,,.encourage the slow learner”,
”,..the school has improved much since 1 was there".
"Teachers take active part in activities - not Just 
direct”,
"Have better trained, youthful teachers and a more 
varied aoadeRmlo program”,
"Evening entertainment to keep the students out of 
cars and off the streets",
”...think we got sufficient shop and mechanical 
training in vocation agriculture, as well as valuable 
training in soils, livestock, etc.”,
"A pretty fair school when I was there”.
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.better math and English training. These two 
held me hack in college".
"...guidance based on what a student plans to do 
after finishing school".
"Secure teachers who take an interest in students 
as individuals".
"A course in how to study*.
"Assist students in choosing subjects on the basis 
of what he plans to do after finishing school".
"Don't change the curriculum so often as they have 
been doing in the past".
"Stricter discipline and better prepared teachers. 
Require more of the students".
"Make students aware of necessity of higher edu­
cation as a requirement for future success".
Apparently the common element indicated in all these 
free responses is the need for more and better guidance.
Two of the seven withdrawals chose to make some com­
ment on what they felt the Bigfork High School needed to im­
prove the curriculum. These comments were:
"Interview Freshmen to see what they plan to do 
after they are out of school, and then help them to 
choose the proper subjects",
"Interest of the teacher in the subject he is 
teaching makes the classes better".
Four of the fourteen drop outs made some comment on
their questionnaire. They are given below.
"...guide students into right subjects for their 
aptitudes".
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•teacher interest in the individual would 
make school work easier and more interesting*.
"Uotoing, I believe Bigfork is a fine school*.
"The teachers should run the school - not social 
cliques*.
The comment given by the drop outs did not vary to 
any great extent from that given by the respondents in the 
other two groups; evidence of probable dissatisfaction with 
one or more teachers was contained in the complete text of 
the ccaament of two of the respondents in this group.
Attention should be called to the fact that in 
nearly all oases the respondents in all three groups began 
their remarks with "I don’t know about now, but when I was 
in school . . .». Some respondents made the observation 
that they thought the school had improved since they were 
in school; none of the respondents made a statement to the 
opposite affect.
Approximately 30 per cent of the respondents answered 
question twelve in part, but the sampling was so small that 
the results were widely dispersed and of no value. The 
question is somewhat vague and undoubtedly difficult to 
answer*
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CHAPTER V
STBMARY, FINDINGS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS.
Re-estatement of the problem. The problem of this 
study was to survey eighth grade graduates of the grade 
schools in the Bigfork High School District for the years 
1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, end 1949 to secure information and 
opinions that may serve as a guide in formulating futur e 
educational plans for the Bigfork school community. The 
study included all eighth grade graduates irrespective of 
their education after completing the elementary grades.
Procedure. Results of this study were based upon 
the returns received from the questionnaire mailed to all 
eighth grade graduates from elementary schools within the 
Bigfork High School District from 1945 to 1949, However, 
the graduates of the Ferndale School were not included be­
cause no record of the graduates from this school during 
the period of this study was available.
A copy of the complete questionnaire may be found in 
Appendix.A. Questionnaires were mailed to ninety-eight of 
101 graduates of the period. One graduate was deceased and 
two could not be located. Fifty-eight of the ninety-eight 
students reached by the questionnaire completed and returned 
the questionnaire. Thirty-seven of those replying were Big­
fork High School graduates, fourteen were drop outs, and 
seven were graduates of other schools.
-51-
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FINDINGS
1. Slightly more than. 59 per cent of the eighth 
grade graduates contacted replied to the 
questionnaire.
2. Approximately 51 per cent of those returning 
the questionnaire were married; 70 per cent 
of the girls were married as compared to 32 
per cent of the boys; approximately 64 per 
cent of the flyop outs replying were married,
57 per cent of the withdrawals, and 48 per 
cent of the Bigfork High School graduates.
3. Approximately 36 per cent of the respondents 
were residing in the Bigfork area, only nine 
of the fifty-eight respondents were living 
outside of the state of Montana.
4. Only one of the respondents has received a 
college degree. Twenty-one of the graduates 
of Bigfork High School have taken some type 
of advanced training, four drop outs attended 
institutions of vocational training, and two 
withdrawals attended other institutions for 
advanced training,
5. Parents were the most Important source of help 
to the respondents in selecting an occupation 
or making educational plans.
6. A high percentage of unemplo]rment was found 
among the respondents with nine of the fifty- 
eight replying to the questionnaire indicating 
they were temporarily unemployed. However, 
all of the unemployed were Bigfork High School 
graduates.
7. A higher percentage (32#) of the Bigfork High 
School graduates indicated they were following 
the type of work planned for in high school than 
the drop outs (22#) or the withdrawals (28#),
8. Bigfork High School graduates considered English, 
typing, and history their three most valuable 
subjects; drop outs considered home economies* 
English, and typing as their most valuable sub­
jects.
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9. Agreement was fairly consistent among the three 
groups that algebra» history, geometry, general 
science and biology were the five subjects of 
least value to them.
10. Drop outs selected English, home economics, and 
typing as their best liked subjects; Bigfork High 
School graduates ranked shop, typing, and history 
as their three best liked subjects; withdrawals 
chose typing, history, and shorthand as their 
best liked subjects,
11. Algebra, English, geometry, and history were the 
subjects least liked by the respondents.
12. Shop, general mathematics, English, algebra, m3. 
physical education were ranked in that order by 
the respondents as subjects every boy should take. 
Drop outs indicated that they thought typing was 
important to the boys, however,
13. Home economies was by far the leader in subjects 
every girl should take with typing, English, 
shorthand and bookkeeping followed in that order.
14. The respondents considered shorthand, speech, 
foreign language, bookkeeping and chemistry in 
that order as subjects they wished they had taken.
15. Students replied that they had had their best
teachers in history, English, home economics,
shop and biology in high school.
16. Subjects of most success in school for the re­
spondents were home economics, English, typing 
history and shop in that order.
17. Algebra, English, geometry, and history were the 
subjects of least success for the drop outs, which 
agrees with the selections of the other respondents,
18. The respondents indicated that they believe Bigfork 
High School should offer more training for parent­
hood and homemeking.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
-54-
19. Increased guidance for personal and vocational 
problems was a necessary addition to the Bigfork 
High School, according to the respondents.
20. No clear decision was evidenced by the respondents 
on the question of whether vocational agriculture 
is of more value than general shop to the students 
of the Bigfork High School.
21. In listing subjects they thought should be added 
to the curriculum, the respondents mentioned for­
eign language more than twice as often as any 
other subject.
22. No evidence was found by this study to indicate 
that Bigfork students in any great numbers are 
attending the larger surrounding high schools. 
Moving of parents and easier transportation were 
the only two reasons mentioned with any frequency 
for attending other high schools.
23. Three out of the four boys who quit school would 
do so again under the same circumstances, but only 
four of the ten girls who quit school would do so 
again. None of the drop outs felt the school could 
have done anything to keep them in school.
24. There was very little evidence to indicate that the 
drop outs were from the lower socio-economic level, 
or retarded in school to any great extent. There 
is some indication from school grades that the drop 
outs were an average group scholastically. The 
difficulty of getting back and forth to school and 
girls quitting school to marry were the two chief 
factors in causing students to drop out.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Provisions should be made for more personal and 
vocational guidance. This program should include 
a comprehensive testing program of all entering 
Freshmen along with periodic follow-up interviews. 
Special attention should be given to students 
during their second year of high school to assist 
them in this year where studies have shown students 
are troubled more by adjustment to the school.
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2* A basic course in bomemaking and parenthood should 
be provided.
3. Examination of those subjects rating high on the 
lists "of least value" and "liked least" should be 
examined critically to see how these might be im­
proved to meet the needs of the students.
4. A basic course in speech should be made a part of
the English program.
5. A foreign language should be added.
6. Further consideration of whether the auto shop 
program should be continued or be replaced by a 
vocational agriculture program is necessary unless 
both programs can be maintained.
7. A study should be made of facilities available for
those children from outlying districtswho must
board in town.
8. The basic college preparatory course should be 
continued.
9. Greater freedom in choosing of subjects by the 
students who are not interested in completing a 
standard college preparatory course (when the 
parents agree to this method of preparing their 
child) should be allowed.
10. A program should be initiated to follow-up the
students in the future. These follow-ups should 
be used as a basis for evaluating the effective­
ness of the school curriculum to meet the needs 
of the students.
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faring* Chairman . .0. E. Naugle, Superintendent K. Barton, Clerk
THE BIGFORK SCHOOLS 
APPENDIX A School District 38
Bigfork, Montana
r e s p o n s e s  t o  q u e s t i o n n a i r e 24 January, 1954
Dear Former Student;
All over America the program of high school students is being examined 
critically by educators with a view toward improvement. We at Bigfork are also 
interested in improving the program offered to the students of this area. With 
this thought in mind, we are asking advice and information from those ;*o should 
be in a position to know —  you who have attended this high school,
Mr, Ray Peck, a graduate student at Montana State University, has agreed 
to help us by doing some research work with our former students. Your responses 
to the attached questionnaire will be of great assistance to us in two ways :
(1) making any necessary changes in our present curriculum, and (2) showing us 
those areas in which no change is necessary.
This survey will take in graduates of Bigfork High School (and also those 
who left for any other reason) for the past five years. In addition, eighth-grade 
graduates of the surrounding Elementary Schools will also be contacted with a 
similar questionnaire. Do not feel confined to the questions asked on the 
questionnaire —  after you have completed this form feel free to make any addi­
tional comments you may desire. Your replies will be given the utmost attention 
and consideration. Your replies will also be held in the strictest confidence.
There is enclosed a self-addressed, postage-paid envelope, for your use 
in reply. Your promptness in returning the questionnaire will be greatly 
appreciated,
7eiy truly yours, /^j
C, E. Naug]
Superintendent of Schools
-57-
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X, Your name at eighth-grade graduation?. ■        ii ' ............
Years of high school completed  Year last attended high school
Name of last high school attended?_
Name(s) of other high school(s) attended^
Did you graduate? Married?   Sex: M_
Present address When you were in high
school, what did you plan to do when leaving high school?
2. What are you now doing? (Check one.)
 A. Working for pay, full-time
 B, Working for pay, part-time
C. In school, full-time
D. In school part-time
_E. Housewife
F. Housewife and working part-time
_G. In Armed Forces 
_H, Temporarily unemployed 
I, Not working, and not looking for woik 
J. Other ( s p e c i f y ) ________________
3, Please answer following about present employment:
A. Nature of work (clerical, mechanical, etc.)
B. Specific duties (sell shoes, fix cars, etc.)
C. Type of employer (logger, shoe store, etc.)
D. How long at present job
E. Is this the type of work you planned for in high school? Yes  Ho_
4. Higher education
A. Please encircle number of years of college completed;
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, more
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B, List institutions of higher learning attended: (college, t:
etc.) Name and location. L'5.ie schools.
1. 
2.
3.
C. For what type of work are you now preparing yourself?
5. Which of the following helped you most in selecting an occupation or in 
making your educational plans? (Check one or more.)
A.
'b .
"c.
"d .
E.
"f .
Parents
Other relatives 
Friends 
A teacher 
Principal
School guidance man or woman
_G. Work experience 
H, School subjects (list, please)
1.__________
2,______________
3.___________________
_I. Little or no help received
6. Using the letter before the high 
answer the following questions.
school subjects listed at the left, please 
Spaces are provided for the first, second
and third choices.
A.
B.
Agriculture
Algebra
1. What subjects in school have 
been of most value to you?
1 2 3
C.
D.
Art
Band
2. What subjects taken in school 
have been of least value to
E. Biology you?
F.
G.
H.
Bookkeeping
Chemistry
Economics
3. What subjects did you like 
best while taking them in 
school?
I.
J.
K.
Eftglish
Foreign Language 
General Math
4. What subjects did you like 
least while taking them in 
school?
L.
M.
N.
General Science
Geometry
History
5. What subjects do you think 
every boy should take in 
high school?
0.
P.
Q.
Home Ec 
Journalism 
Physical Educ.
6. What subjects do you think 
evei-y girl should take in 
high school?
R.
S.
T.
Physics
Physiology
Shorthand
7. What subject that you did not 
take in high school do you 
wish you had taken?
U.
V.
W.
Sociology
Shop
Speech
8. In which subjects did you 
have your best teachers in 
high school?
X.
Y.
Trigonometry
Typing
9. In what subject were you most 
successful in school?
z. Other (specify) 10. In viiat subject were you 
least successful in high 
school?
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Please answer these further questions;
7. Do you think Bigfork High School should offer more training for home-making 
and parenthood? Yes Wn nonJt. imnwIfo D n’t kno
8, Do you think Bigfork High School should have had more and closer guidance for
personal and vocational problems? Yes  No  Don’t know______
9. Do you think a Vocational Agriculture program would be of more value to Bigfork
graduates than a General Shop program? Yes  No  Don’t know________
10. Do you think a Vocational Agriculture program would be of more value to Bigfork
graduates than an Auto Shop program? Yes  No  Don’t know
11, Khat subjects do you feel should be added to the Bigfork High School Curricu-.
lum?
1. _______________
2.  
3 . ___________________ _____
12. Please indicate,by checking in the proper column, how much Bigfork High School 
training helped you in regard to each of the following;
A. Using good English ................
B. Making use of spare time   ........
G. Taking care of your'health ........
D. Ability to read w e l l ........ ......
E. Taking part in community affairs ...
F. Marriage and family life ..........
G. Securing a job ....................
H. Preparing for further .education ....
I. Getting along with other people .... 
J, Thinking through the problems of life
K. Using money wisely ................
L. Using math skills .................
M. Conducting your own business affairs
Great deal Some little Uncertair
13. Please comment on what you feel Bigfork could do to make the high school curricu­
lum more meaningful to students.
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1, If you attended another high school (other than Bigfork), please answer the 
following question;
A. Why did you attend another high school?
   1. Parents moved
  2. Transportation facilities to other school better
 ____ 3. Thought other school offered a better program
  4. Other (please specify) _______________________________________
2. If you did not graduate from another h i ^  school or Bigfork High School, 
please answer the following questions;
A. Why did you quit high school?
  lo Needed at home
  2. Difficulty with teachers (conduct)
  3. Difficulty making grades
  4. Felt it was a waste of time
  5» Difficult to get back and forth to school
  6. Other (please specify) ___________________________________
B. If you had it to do over again, would you quit school under the same cir­
cumstances? Yes  No  Don't know____
C. Do you feel there is anything that could have been done by the school 
authorities that would have kept you in school?
Yes No Don't know
D. If "yes" to C above, please explain vdiat could have been done.
(Allow you to drop certain subjects; allow you to take commercial subjects 
only; shop courses only; etc.)
E. What was your parent's attitude toward your dropping out of school?
1. Against it
2. In favor of it
3. Didn't care either way
What were your parents' occupations at time of your leaving school? 
Father
Mother
G, How many years of school did your parents complete?
Father; ( ) Eighth Grade ( ) High School ( ) College
Specify other; ______________ __ _________
Mother; ( ) Eighth Grade ( ) High School ( ) College
Specify other:_____________________________
H. What is the nationality of your parents?
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QUESTION *»4'*
w- *»WHAT SUBJECTS DID YOU LIKE LEAST WHILE TAKING THM IN SCHOOL?"
Graduates B.H.8# Withdrawals Drop outs
SUBJECT 1st 2nd Srà total 1st ând Srd Total 1st 2nd 3rd Total tÔtAl
Algebra 11 a 3 16 1 1 0 2 2 1 3 6 247 4 2 13 2 1 G 3 2 0 2 4 20
History 7 5 5 15 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 3 18
Geometry 6 3 2 11 1 0 1 2 0 3 1 4 17
General Seienee S 1 5 8 0 3 0 3 2 1 1 4 15
Biology 4 3 2 9 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 11
Typing a 1 1 4 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5
Physios 3 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Phî^loal Sdnoatien 1 1 o 2 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 4
General Math 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 4
SooBooilas 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 3
Chemistry 1 0 1 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 3
Sooiology 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 00 1
2
Shop 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Speaoh 0 0 0 0 0 1 c 1 0 0 0 0 1
Shorthand 0 0 1 1 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0 1
foreign Lang. 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
BooMceeplng 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Art 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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QUESTION »»5«
«WHAT SUBJECTS DO YOU TEÎINK EVERY BOY SHOULD TAKE IN HIGH SCHOOL?»
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SUBJECT
Graduates B.H.8. 
1st 2nd 3rd Total
Withdrawals______
1st ând Srd Total
Drop Outs
Tir§nd Tf5"'total ' T(3m
Shop 4 3 5 12 2 1 1 4 5 2 0 5 21
General Math 3 6 5 14 1 1 1 3 1 0 0 1 18
English E 4 7 13 2 0 0 2 0 2 0 2 17
Algebra 6 1 3 10 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 13
Physical Education 4 2 4 10 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 12
Agriculture 0 0 3 3 0 3 0 3 0 1 0 1 7
History 2 1 2 5 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 7
Speech 2 0 2 4 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 5
Typing 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 4 5
Physics 3 0 1 4 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5
Geometry 1 0 1 2 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 5
General Science 1 2 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 4
Bookkeeping 2 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Chemistry 1 1 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 4
Sconcmics 1 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
Biology 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Foreign Language 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Home Economics 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2
Trigonometry 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
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QUESTION «S'»
’»WHAT SUBJECTS DO YOU THINK EVERY GIRL SHOULD TAKE IN HIGH SCHOOL?"
Graduates B.H.8# Withdrawals Drop Outs
SUBJECT 1st 2nà 3rd %tal 1st find 3rd itotal 1st 2nd 3rd Total WTAt
Home Economies 16 7 7 50 0 4 2 6 1 4 1 6 42
Typing 5 4 2 11 2 0 2 4 0 5 1 6 21
English 7 3 4 14 0 1 0 1 1 0 2 3 18
Shorthand 4 2 5 11 2 0 0 2 2 0 1 3 16
Bookkeeping 2 3 3 S 0 2 0 2 2 0 1 3 15
General Math 0 3 1 4 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5
Speech 1 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Bland 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Economics 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
General Science 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Algebra 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1
Art 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Biology 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Journalism 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Physical Education 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
physiology 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Sociology 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
I
00I
CD
■DOQ.CgQ.
■D
CD
C/)
C/)
CD
8■D
( O '
3.3"
CD
CD■DOQ.CaO3"OO
CDQ.
■D
CD
C /)
C /)
QUESTION ’*7»
"WHAT SUBJECT THAT YOU DID NOT TAKE IN HIGH SCHOOL DO YOU 
WISH YOU HAD TAKEN?"
Graduâtes Withdrawals Drop Outs
SUBJECT Isi 2nd &rd Total 1st 2nd Srd Total 1st ând Srd fotal ÎÔfAÏ.
Speech 5 2 5 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 14
Shorthand e 0 2 a 0 1 0 1 4 0 1 5 14
FOreiga Language 4 2 5 11 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 13
Bookkeeping 6 1 3 10 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 5 13
Chemistry 2 1 2 5 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 7
Trigonomety 0 4 1 5 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 6
Physiology 0 3 1 4 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 5
Typing s 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 2 5
Sociology 0 3 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 4
Economics 0 2 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Agriculture 2 0 Q 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3
Band 1 0 0 I 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 3
Home Economies 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 5
Journalism 0 0 0 0 1 Q 0 1 0 0 2 2 3
Physics 1 1 0 2 0 Q 0 0 0 0 1 1 3
Art 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Algehra 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Biology 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 1
English 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1
General Science 1 G 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
History 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1
Physical Education 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1
Shop , 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1
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QÎIESTIQN **10»
»IN WHAT SUBJECT WERE YOU LEAST SUCCESSFDL IN HIGH SCHOOL?'»
Graduates B.H.S WitLdrawals Drop Out8
SUBJECT 1st 2ni 3rd Total 1st 2nd 3rd Ÿotal lat 2nd 3rd Total ï'O't&l
Algelïra 9 4 2 15 5 0 0 3 3 0 4 7 25In̂ Llsli a 3 5 IS 0 0 2 2 0 1 4 5 23
History 3 6 5 12 0 1 Q 1 0 1 5 4 17Geometry 0 2 4 6 1 0 2 3 0 2 2 4 15
Biology 3 3 2 8 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 10
Typlmg 1 4 2 7 0 0 1 1 Q 0 0 0 8General Selenoe 2 1 2 5 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 6
Chemistry 0 2 1 S 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 4General Hath 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 4
Physios 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 Ù 0 0 2Bookkeeping c 0 0 0 I 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1Physieal Sftaoatlon 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1Sociology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1Shop 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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